Surgery--still an "old boys' club"?
Currently more than 40% of first-year medical students are female, yet less than 20% of those entering surgical residencies are women. It has been suggested that the surgical environment experienced during medical school clinical clerkships may be perceived as being unfavorable to female students, thus accounting for this disparity. One hundred and five medical students at The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine responded to a questionnaire administered before graduation to assess career choice, the influence of a number of conditions on choice of specialty, the perception of a specialty's attitudes toward their gender, and the students' experiences during clinical rotations. Thirty-four percent of men and 13% of women chose surgery or one of its subspecialties as their career (p < 0.01). Eighty-seven percent of women responding perceived a specialty as unfavorable toward their gender versus 21% of men (p < 0.0001). None of the men believed that surgery was unfavorable toward their gender, whereas 96% of these women believed that surgery was unfavorable (p < 0.00001). Fifty percent of women felt out of place on a clinical service, with 92% of these having this perception on a surgical service. Only 9% of men ever felt out of place on a clinical service (p < 0.0001), and none of the men felt out of place in surgery (p < 0.0001). Female medical students perceive a gender bias on surgical services, suggesting that an "old boys' club" attitude may still exist in surgery.